
	 														 1	

	

 
 
 
 

“Cairo Farmer  
Dies in Shootout” 

 
The Grand Island  
Daily Independent 

Wednesday, October 24, 1984 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Full first page 2 
 

     “Cairo farmer dies in shootout” 3 
 

     “G.I. bank files lawsuit against Cairo couple” 4 
 

     “Reporter talks to Kirk hours before shooting”  
 

5 

                  “                            (continued on p. 2) 
 

6 

Transcript 7 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy The Grand Island Daily Independent 
 
 

  



	 														 2	

	

The Grand Island Daily Independent, Oct. 24, 1984 
Full First Page 

 
  



	 														 3	

	

The Grand Island Daily Independent, Oct. 24, 1984 
First Article, upper left side: “Cairo farmer dies in shootout” 

 
  



	 														 4	

	

The Grand Island Daily Independent, Oct. 24, 1984 
Second Article, lower left side: “G.I. bank files lawsuit against Cairo couple” 

 
  



	 														 5	

	

The Grand Island Daily Independent, Oct. 24, 1984 
Third Article, upper right side: “Reporter talks to Kirk hours before shooting” 

 
  



	 														 6	

	

The Grand Island Daily Independent, Oct. 24, 1984 
Third Article, upper right side, continued on p. 2: “Reporter talks to Kirk hours before shooting” 

  



	 														 7	

	

 
The Grand Island Daily Independent, Oct. 24, 1984 

TRANSCRIPT 
 

First Article: “Cairo farmer dies in shootout” 
By Jim Titsworth, Independent Staff Writer 

 
 Arthur L. Kirk, 49, died Tuesday night in a shootout with a Nebraska State Patrol Swat [sic] Team. 
Hall County Attorney Steven Von Riesen said Kirk was shot as he ran toward a sandbagged position at 
the windmill on his rural Cairo farm, after he had fired at the officers. He had refused an order to 
surrender to the WEAT Team, Von Riesen said. 
 
 Tuesday about 1:45 p.m. Kirk had refused service of civil papers to recover $100,000 from the 
sale of crops and livestock and his 240-acre farm and equipment. He had forced a standoff with three Hall 
County sheriff’s deputies, pulling a .41-magnum pistol to force them off his land. 
 
 Five hours before he died, Kirk told The Independent he was confronted by the deputies on his 
farm, and one of them had displayed a pistol before he pulled his pistol. County Attorney Steve Von 
Riesen said that Kirk had pulled his gun first. 
 
 Von Riesen said Kirk was killed about 10:30 p.m. as he tried to fight his way to the sandbagged 
windmill. He died in his farmyard, holding an AR-15 army-type rifle that was converted for automatic firing. 
 
 Von Riesen said Kirk’s face was camouflaged for night fighting, and he was wearing a gas mask 
and a steel helmet. He said Kirk was attempting to run from his farmhouse to the sandbagged windmill 
when a SWAT team member called, “Stop.” Von Riesen said Kirk fired in the direction of the voice and at 
least two SWAT team members returned fire, killing Kirk. 
 
 Von Riesen said Kirk was the only casualty of the shootout. 
 
 He said that before the SWAT team was called in, a sheriff’s deputy tried unsuccessfully to 
negotiate with Kirk in an attempt to get him to surrender to arrest. About 4 p.m. an arrest warrant for Kirk 
was issued for felony resisting arrest with a dangerous weapon. 
 
 Von Riesen also said that after the SWAT team moved into position, after darkness, a deputy and 
State patrol negotiator had talked with Kirk in another unsuccessful attempt to get him to surrender. 
 
 Von Riesen said that Kirk’s wife, Deloris, had also talked to Kirk on the telephone from the Grand 
Island State Patrol Headquarters during the negotiations, but he said he did not know what they talked 
about. 
 
 Hall County district Court records show that a petition of replevin was filled Tuesday, alleging that 
Kirk owed Norwest Bank of Grand Island $301,891 from from [sic] three loans made between Nov. 4, 
1983, and Feb. 3, 1984. 
 
 Supporting documents, which required service by the Hall County Sheriff demanded $100,000 
cash proceeds from sale of crops and livestock, as well as his farm and farm equipment. 
 
 Von Riesen said that part of the continuing investigation was to determine Kirk’s link to the posse 
comitatus, if any. Before his death, Kirk had claimed his telephone was tapped, but Von Riesen said he 
did not know of any wire tap on Kirk’s telephone. 
 
 He also said he was considering a coroner’s inquest, but had not yet made a decision. 
 
___________________________________________ 
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Second Article, lower left side: “G.I. bank files lawsuit against Cairo couple” 
By Jim Faddis and Bruce Weible 

Independent Staff Writers 
 
 Norwest Bank of Grand Island filed a lawsuit in Hall County District Court Tuesday to recover 
assets and $100,000 in cash from Arthur and Deloris Kirk. Arthur Kirk, of rural Cairo, was killed Tuesday 
in a shootout with a Nebraska State Patrol SWAT Team. 
 
 The suit states Kirk owed the bank $301,891 in principal and interest. 
 
 The bank asked the court to give it possession of approximately 100 head of cattle, 20,000 
bushels of grain and farm equipment belonging to Kirk. It also alleges Kirk sold livestock and crops that 
were pledged to the bank without turning over the proceeds, totaling approximately $100,000, to the 
bank. 
 
 The bank also asked for proceeds from 20,000 bushels of Payment-In-Kind corn, which Kirk had 
sold. 
 
 As of Oct. 15, the suit states the Kirks had borrowed $266,900 from the bank and owed it $34,991 
in interest. 
 
 The bank said Kirk entered a security agreement on the property Nov. 4, 1983, and a financing 
statement was renewed Aug. 10, 1983. The petition states Kirk had put up for collateral all farm 
equipment, crops and livestock. 
 
 Claiming the Kirks were in default, the bank asked the court to give it immediate possession of 
the equipment, crops and livestock of Kirk’s and $100,000. 
 
 Kirk had filed two actions in the federal courts in July, naming Norwest Bank and officers Richard 
Falldorf, Thomas Collins and Richard E. Spelts Jr. as defendants. 
 
 A spokesperson for the clerk of the U.S. District Court in Lincoln said the actions were filed as 
part of a larger action, Kirk vs Norwest Bank and others. According to the spokesperson, those actions 
were ordered dismissed on Oct. 4, except for those pertaining to one sub chapter of the U.S. Code. An 
amended motion was also granted on Oct. 9, dismissing all actions except those dealing with a different 
sub chapter. 
 
 Among the actions filed by Kirk were a notice of intent to file an action against the bank and a 
“notice of recission [sic] (rescission),” contending that the bank had 10 days to release all liens and 
mortgages “subject of the instant law suit.” 
 
 Copies were filed in the Hall County register of deeds office, along with three other documents. 
They alleged the Kirks were owners of the land and property involved, that the Kirks were entitled and 
were claiming a “homestead exemption” to set aside the real estate and other personal property “as 
exempt,” and a warning posting the Kirk property with a “federal post.” 
 
_____________________________________ 

 
Third Article, upper right side: “Reporter talks to Kirk hours before shooting” 

© 1984, The Grand Island Daily Independent 
By Jim Titsworth 

Independent Staff Writer 
 
 Art L. Kirk of rural Cairo died in a shootout with a Nebraska State Patrol SWAT Team at 10:30 
p.m. Tuesday on the farm where he was born 49 years ago. 
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 County Attorney Steve Von Riesen said Wednesday morning that Kirk was killed when he 
opened fire on the SWAT team. The SWAT team was called in by the Hall County Sheriff’s department 
after an arrest warrant was issued against Kirk for “felony resisting with a dangerous weapon.” 
 
 The incident began about 1:45p.m. Tuesday when three Hall County deputies tried to serve legal 
papers at Kirk’s farm, two miles east and one mile north of Cairo. A stalemate developed with drawn 
pistols, and deputies subsequently observed Kirk from parked vehicles on the road as he returned to 
harvesting beans while daylight lasted. 
 
 Kirk and this reporter met accidentally about five hours before the shootout. 
 
 During the discussion, he said his farming operation had shrunk from 2,000 acres three years ago 
to the 240-acre farmstead on which he was born. He once had 250 head of cattle. Currently he had 60 
brood cows, he said. 
 
 “It’s not the sheriff’s duty to carry out the bankers’ dirty duties like that,” Kirk said of the standoff. 
 
 Kirk acknowledged he was going to fight for what was left of his farming operation and that he 
had pulled a pistol on the three deputies trying to serve the papers. 
 
 The interview with Kirk began about 4:30 p.m. when he drove up to his farmstead in a grain truck 
loaded with beans. The writer, aware that a confrontation had occurred, drove to the site to attempt to 
speak to sheriff’s deputies involved. Unable to find them, the writer had stopped at three other farms to 
ask directions to the Kirk farm. At two, no one was home; at the third a worker said he did not know. At 
the fourth farm, when Kirk was approached and asked where the Art Kirk farm was located, he replied, 
“You’re speaking to him.” 
 
 Kirk said that after the initial incident he went about his business, harvesting beans on land south 
of his farmstead. The gate to his house, which sits about 200 yards off the road, was barred by a barbed 
wire fence. 
 
 As Kirk opened his gate he pointed out the deputies parked about three-fourths of a mile away. 
He was angry as he talked about what had happened, telling how he had walked from his shop to be 
confronted by three deputies. 
 
 As Kirk recalled the incident, he said he first saw a deputy, identifiable from his description as Lt. 
Roger Williams, with papers in one hand and a small-frame revolver in the other. Kirk said he pulled his 
own gun – a .41 magnum with an 8 ½ barrel – from his pocket and pointed it at the deputy. 
 
 At that point, Kirk said he saw Jim O’Brien, another deputy he identified by name, standing beside 
a metal grain bin, near Williams. Kirk became agitated and talked in a high-pitched voice as he talked 
about the incident. 
 
 He walked around his grain truck and pointed to a red sign, with the words ‘Posted, Keep Out.’ 
“That’s a federal posting. It’s punishable by a $10,000 fine or 10 years in a federal prison,” Kirk said. 
 
 As Kirk argued that the deputies had no right to come uninvited on his property, he pulled out the 
gun, which was in the right-hand pocket of his dark-green coveralls, and pointed it in the direction of the 
deputies parked nearly a mile away. His finger was never on the trigger. He pointed with the gun as a 
man might point with his finger. 
  
 Kirk then invited this reporter onto his property to describe the incident and show where it 
occurred. 
 
 Behind the house, which was on a hill overlooking the country road, was another rise with a 
Quonset-type hut that he said was his workshop. 
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 Standing on the farmland that he said his father bought from his grandfather, and the he bought 
from his father, Kirk continued the story. 
 
 He said Williams told him to put the revolver away, but Kirk said he had pointed it at Williams. 
About that time, Kirk said another deputy with a pump shotgun stepped from behind a horse trailer about 
20 feet behind the right side of Kirk. 
 
 Kirk said Williams told him he had papers to serve ant that they were hanging on a fence. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 

 “Do you see any papers. [sic] I don’t know where they are? [sic] I didn’t see any papers,” he said 
he responded. 
 
 Kirk said he did not know what the papers concerned, but he acknowledged they could 
be bank-related. “I’ve had problems with banks just like every other farmer.” 
 
 Kirk said the confrontation ended when he turned and ran back toward his work shop. 
“They could have gunned me down if they wanted to,” he said. 
 
 At that time the deputies left Kirk’s property, he said. But they followed him as he went 
about his farm work. 
 
 Kirk said it was time that farmers fought back – “like they had in 1776.” He suggested 
that vigilante groups to protect farmers might become more popular. But Kirk denied he was a 
member of the Posse Comitatus. “That’s a much maligned term,” he replied of the posse. 
 
 He said he preferred to use the term vigalante [sic] groups. “If they ever get organized – 
they’re not organized – they’ll have to be reckoned with.” 
 
 Kirk, a strongly built man about 5-feet-8-inches tall, appeared to have been growing a 
winter beard for about two weeks. It was more gray than light-brown. Kirk’s voice was calm and 
almost hard to hear as he talked in his farm yard. 
 
 A crowd of cats and a single, black poodle that was smaller than the cats congregated 
around Kirk. He bend down and pointed south, through some trees, toward his section line. 
 
 “My grandfather lived in a house over there. A tornado took it and he moved here,” he 
said, turning to point toward an ancient, leaning shed. 
 
 Later Tuesday evening, Kirk tried to contact this reporter at the newspaper office, leaving 
the message, “I’ve got problems.” 
 
 Kirk was contacted about 8:30 p. m. by telephone by this reporter. His voice again was 
high-pitched. He said, “I know they’re coming for me . . . . I am ready to die, but I’m going to 
take a lot of them with me.” 
 



	 														 11	

	

 He said that his telephone was tapped and he knew that someone had been listening to 
his telephone conversations for several weeks. He complained that his telephone conversations 
that night had been fading. 
 
 He said he had read a lot about situations like his and was prepared for an assault. 
“They’ll kill the dog first,” Kirk said. He explained that he had taken his registered Black 
Labrador retriever out of the kennel and had a surprise for anyone who might assault his home. 
 
 “I’m ready to die,” Kirk said during the telephone call. 
 
 Earlier, during the first conversation, Kirk had said, “I’m not afraid of them . . . I’d rather 
fight them in court, but I’ll do it this way . . . . I don’t belong in a dirty, damn jail.” 
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