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Spartanburg Herald-Journal, South Carolina 
Friday, September 23, 1977 

“Irate Farmers Pressing Demands” 
TRANSCRIPT 

 
 PUEBLO, Colo. (AP) A caravan of tractors, combines and farm trucks rolled across the 
highways of Colorado on Thursday, driven by farmers pressing demands that the federal 
government guarantee them at least a break-even price for their crops. 
 
 The farmers, loosely organized into a group called American Agriculture, headed here 
for a meeting with Agriculture Secretary Robert G. Bergland who has held out little hope that 
their demands will be met. Without favorable federal action, the farmers say they will stop 
producing and selling crops on Dec. 14. 
 
 A dozen tractors were lined up around the runway at Pueblo Airport to await Bergland’s 
arrival and about 90 other farm vehicles – with Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas license 
plates – assembled at a county fairground to make the trip to the airport. 
 
 Car caravans and farm equipment decked with home-made signs were traveling toward 
Pueblo. “This is agriculture’s profit,” said the hand-lettered sign on the side of truck filled with 
manure. 
 
 Bergland told a news conference in Denver earlier Wednesday that he would listen 
carefully to what the farmers had to say, but indicated that their demands would not be met. 
 
 “I know there are people in serious trouble with wheat prices,” he said, but he added that 
the wheat-price situation was very complicated. Two-thirds of American wheat is sold abroad, 
he said, and raising federal price supports would put U.S. wheat in a disadvantageous position 
on the international market. 
 
 Most of the farmers involved in the protest movement come from the plains of Colorado, 
Kansas and the Oklahoma Panhandle where wheat is the main crop, but the movement also 
has drawn support from cattle raisers and other farmers. 
 
 An airplane from Plainview, Tex., flew into Pueblo on Thursday with a group of cotton 
and milo farmers who wanted to take part in the meeting with Bergland. Another group of 
farmers flew in from Delaware. 
 
 Before flying to Pueblo, an industrial city 100 miles south of Denver on the Front Range 
of the Rocky Mountains, Bergland noted that most of the 1978 wheat crop would be planted 
before December and questioned whether American Agriculture could halt production of crops. 
 
 “The matter of not selling the crop has been tried before with varying degrees of 
success,” he said. 
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(Ad on page) 
 
THE VARSITY 
496 W. Main St. 

Friday Night 
FISH NIGHT 
• Catfish 
• Perch 
• Filet of Flounder 

 
Your Choice $2.00 
Includes: Hush Puppies, French Fries, Tartar Sauce, And Cole Slaw. 

(No Substitutes) 
For Orders To Go Phone 585-1846 

 


