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E. N. Terranova’s
Letter to Rose Loncar
February 2, 1977

Memories of the
North Platte Canteen
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February 2, 1977

6352 Mill Read
Brecksville, Ohio +%4141

Nose Loncar

Horth Platte, Nebrasxa 69:01
Rosa:

I saw the program on TV and vesa, you bketcha, I remember
MNorth Platte, Nebraska! Tn 1945, T was a scared kid of
18 om my way Lo the wesh coast and Japan. At that time
T was living in Hew ¥ork and was on that troop train for
3 days. It was hardly what I would call Iuaxurious travel.
We had made several stops with the usual impersonal
coffee and doughnuts. But that stop in North Platte was
one of Lhe warmest, friendliest and most rewarding half
hour in my life. when I stepped off the train, a beaus=
tiful WNorth Platte maiden [and they were all beautiful)
walked up to me with a dbasket full of cigarettes; candy;
cookies and gum. She offered me all T wanted. bhisbe-
lieving, I did accept two packs of cigarettes, Lwo candy
bara and twe padkages &f gum. I still remember what amd
how much, 80 you ¢an 86¢ what an impression that made on
me=,

T travel guite a bit and cften [ly over Nebraska and each
time T recall that wonderful atop in North Platte. I
often speak to my family of your town and the great hos-
pitality it gave me.

I wigh to thank you and all your town's people, from the
bottom of my heart, for the fine gesture wou extended to
me and all those G.I:s that were fortunate echough to have
made that stap.

Sincerely,

Z g mna—

E. N. Terranava

ENT ; bk

Courtesy South Platte Press
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TRANSCRIPT

February 2, 1977

6952 Mill Road
Brecksville, Ohio 44141

Rose Loncar
North Platte, Nebraska 69101

Rose:

| saw the program on TV and yes, you betcha, | remember North Platte, Nebraska! In 1945, |
was a scared kid of 18 on my way to the west coast and Japan. At that time | was living in New
York and was on that troop train for 3 days. It was hardly what | would call luxurious travel. We
had made several stops with the usual impersonal coffee and doughnuts. But that stop in North
Platte was one of the warmest, friendliest and most rewarding half hour [sic] in my life. When |
stepped off the train, a beautiful North Platte maiden (and they were all beautiful) walked up to
me with a basket full of cigarettes, candy, cookies and gum. She offered me all | wanted.
Disbelieving, | did accept two packs of cigarettes, two candy bars and two packages of gum.

| still remember what and how much, so you can see what an impression that made on me.

| travel quite a bit and often fly over Nebraska and each time | recall that wonderful stop in North
Platte. | often speak to my family of your town and the great hospitality it gave me.

| wish to thank you and all your town’s people, from the bottom of my heart, for the fine gesture
you extended to me and all those G.I.’s that were fortunate enough to have made that stop.

Sincerely,
E. N. Terranova
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Courtesy South Platte Press
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