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A NEW SERVICE FOR
TRI-COUNTY PEOPLE

This is the first issue of the Tri-Co
Farm News. In publishing it the District
hopes it will prove of great value and ser-
vice to our landowners and operators of farms.
We hope it will help solve many difficult
problems: problems that are bound to arise
in switching from dry land to irrigation
farming.

This *“farm” paper is published in the
Tri-County Office at Hastings. There is no
charge for subscriptions, but is sent to you
free in the hope it will help you solve
irrigation problems and keep you informed on
activities of the District.

The editors, we are sure, will strive
also to make it an interesting publication.

With best wishes for a bountiful crop, we
are:

C.T. Anderson, Chairman
J.S. Fitzsimmons

Claude Miller

F.R. Kingsley

AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE
Tri-County Project

ATTENTION FARMERS: The Tri-County Dis-
trict office at Minden is open on every Tuesday
(Sale Day) for the convenience of the irri-
gators in Kearney County.

===

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Notify the Editor of
this paper at Hastings or your nearest Tri-
County Office if your name or address is
incorrect.
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

DOES IRRIGATION PAY?

Rainfall in the Holdrege area in 1940
totaled 13 inches. This is 10 inches less
than the normal average of 23 inches. Dry
land corn in the area failed to produce a
crop in 1940.

But corn with a “foot of rain” from Tri-
County’s Phelps County Canal in the spring
produced 25 to 30 bushels an acre.

Corn that received this spring flow and
on which several more inches of “rain” were
pumped from the canal in the summer time
yielded from S0 to 80 bushels!

TEST HYBRID CORN
IN KEARNEY COUNTY

The Agricultural Extension Service plans
to locate one of their master variety-hybrid
corn test plot demonstrations under Tri-County
irrigation in Kearney County in 1941.

NEBRASKA
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~ PREPARE NOW FOR IRRIGATION THIS SPRING

PLANT FORAGE CROPS ON
KILLED WHEAT

Farm operators are now laying plans for
their 1941 cropping program. Authorities
advise that a considerable acreage of the
winter wheat has been killed.

Past experience has shown that this acre-
age does not produce as good returns from
spring grain as corn stalk ground. Much of
this acreage can be irrigated. Why not plan
now to raise plenty of livestock feed this
year by planting the abandoned wheat acreage
to forage crops and irrigating it?

(Vo

Diversification of crops and more live-
stock on our farms is the surest and best way
of bringing back farm prosperity in this
section.

SEALS 10,000 BUSHELS OF
TRI-COUNTY CORN

Irrigation skeptics should visit Art
Soderholm’s farm about eight miles northwest
of Holdrege. Art has 10,000 bushels of corn
cribbed on his place. He has supplemented
Tri-County spring canal irrigation with pump
irrigation. He raised 5,600 bushels of corn
in 1940 with the best running 80 bushels an
acre. All is under seal.
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BUILD EOUIPMENT
IN WINTER TIME

Winter is the time to construct needed
irrigation equipment, such as lath boxes,
portable dams, outlet boxes and such heavy
equipment as ditchers and levelers. Secure
a blueprint from your County Agricultural
Agent. Different types of this irrigation
equipment may be inspected at the Holdrege
Tri-County Office.

For the convenience of farmers in con-
structing farm laterals, the District has
two ditchers available. Apply at the
Holdrege Office or see Director Neil
Shreck at Bertrand if interested in bor-
rowing one. No charge is made to farmers,
but please return them promptly so that
another irrigator can be assisted.

——(\)o

A farm tractor will handle these ditchers
if they are not set too deeply. Several who
have had success in building a good lateral
report that five rounds will cut a ditch one
and a half feet deep in average soil.

BIG

DID YOU KNOW that Tri-County is the larg-
est upland irrigation district in the entire
United States?

NEBRASKA
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IRRIGATION CLINICS ARE
OF GREAT HELP

The change from dry land to irrigation
farming is not easy. It involves much more
work and entirely new practices and methods
must be adopted.

To gain the most profit from farming un-
der irrigation, farmers must have their land
and equipment ready when the water is ready
to flow into their ditches.

But more than this is necessary. So that
farmers may gain the most information on
methods of irrigating and crop practices in
the shortest time possible, the Nebraska
University College of Agriculture sponsors
irrigation clinics.

Another of these series of clinics is
scheduled in the Tri-County area the week of
Jan. 27. Here are the dates and places:
Bertrand, Jan. 27; Minden, Jan. 28 and 29
and Holdrege, Jan. 30 and 31.

Subjects to be discussed include crop
practices under irrigation, fruits and veg-
etables under irrigation, soil moisture prob-
lems, the easy and hard way of water distri-
bution, changes irrigation will bring to our
cropping practices, livestock under irriga-
tion, soil as a water reservoir and a host of
other subjects.

Many of these subjects will be illus-
trated with colored slides or charts. Some
of the experts who will speak at the meet-
ings are Bill Pierce, Extension Engineer;
D.L. Gross, Extension Agronomist; W.W. Der-
rick, Animal Husbandryman; J.W. Fitts, Irri-
gation Specialist; E.H. Hoppert, Extension
Horticulturist; Fred Johnson, AAA Chairman.

Civic groups in these towns, County Agri-
cultural Agents and Tri-County are cooperat-
ing to make these clinics a success.

Demonstrations of irrigation equipment and
farm machinery will be held. The entire
program is arranged and designed so that it
will be of real value and interest to farm-
ers and their wives.
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HOLDREGE PLANS
BIG “FUN FEED”

From Eric “Irish” Thor, Phelps County
Agricultural Agent, comes word that Holdrege
businessmen are planning a whopper of a “Fun
Feed” at the conclusion of the irrigation
Clinic. The time is 6:30 P.M., Jan. 31 at
the Dale Hotel and “everyone is invited.”

Holdrege merchants and business firms plan
to give each banquet guest a “bushel basket”
of gifts and favors, or almost that much,
according to our information. Tickets may
be obtained at the Tri-County Office in Hol-
drege or the Phelps County Farm Bureau Of-
fice. Farmers are urged to attend.

FARM FROM TOWN

Farmers can make irrigation pay even if
they live in town. T.A. Gustafson finds
time in between selling hybrid seed, insur-
ance (every known kind) from his offices in
the “wash machine building” at Holdrege to
supervise the farm his son “Dick” operates.
The Gustafsons were among the most success-
ful irrigators in Tri-County last year.

Another “city” farmer is Rom Clearman,
who “operates a variety store in Minden on
Saturdays and sales days” and is a farmer on
other days. Big bins full of corn and a yard
of fat cattle show he knows the answers.

NEBRASKA
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EDITORIAL PAGE

CONSERVING WATER

Water now is spreading in Johnson Canyon
Regulating Reservoir, northwest of Elwood,
in the largest storage area in the 76-
mile-long Tri-County Supply Canal.

There is quite a story connected with
this water. It is from flow that Platte
Valley Public Power and Irrigation District
had prior rights to. We had no rights to
hold it back in Kingsley Reservoir even if
we had been ready to store water. So Platte
Valley developed power with it.

They returned this “used” water to the
river east of North Platte. Tri-County
knew that most of it would go to the Gulf
of Mexico wasted and received State
permission to divert some of it into the
Supply Canal.

The water now has developed power in
two plants, Sutherland’s and ours at Jeffrey
Canyon. We have used it to season our
canal system in readiness for carrying water
to the irrigation canals this spring and
summer. And we are storing, or can store,
a great amount in the 30,000 acre foot
Johnson Reservoir.

This has been done with water, mind you,
on which we had no priority. It belonged
to Platte Valley. We simply have saved it,
used it to produce power as a by-product to
help pay for the whole Tri-County system
and gain valuable time in getting ready to
deliver water to irrigators next spring.

What we have done then, as you can see,
is take water which we had no right to
store behind Kingsley Dam, used it to
produce water in two plants, one of them
ours, season our canals and store the
balance in Johnson Canyon. We have used
and conserved otherwise wasted water.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Last fall the three major hydroelectric
and irrigation districts formed the Nebraska
Public Power System, signing a coordination
agreement to pool their power production
and distribution. Sole purpose of that
agreement is to produce power without waste
so that a maximum of water can be conserved
for irrigation.

When Tri-County was approved
approximately 2,250,000 acre feet of water
flowed annually down the Platte River. But
from 1934 to 1940 the flow is only 1,031,372
acre feet, less than half! That is not
much water for all the water users.

Here is how the coordination agreement
conserves the utmost of that small flow.
All six hydro plants of the districts
operate now as a unit with their power
dispatched or “put on line” from the central
headquarters in Hastings. The dispatcher
knows how much flow is in the river and how
much water is in storage.

Flow in the Loup River is large from
November to May. So the dispatcher calls
on the Columbus plant to produce at a heavy
rate. Thus the Sutherland and Jeffrey
plants can cut production in the winter
and more water can be stored for irrigation.

In the summer, flow in the Loup River is
small. We are irrigating then and the
water we send to our farms first goes through
from two to four hydro plants, depending
upon whether it flows into the E-65 or
Phelps County Canals. Thus we take the
“load” off Columbus, when they are light
on water, by producing power and irrigating
farms with water they made it possible for
Sutherland and Tri-County to hold back in
the winter and store.

It is no exaggeration to state that every
kilowatt of electricity generated by the
Loup Project actually will result in making
more water available for Tri-County
irrigation, will help build up storage
behind Kingsley Dam and in the Sutherland,
Jeffrey and Johnson Reservoirs.

NEBRASKA
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SEEK COOPERATION
IN BURNING WEEDS

The District requests the cooperation of
owners and tenants in assisting in burning
and clearing the laterals of all weeds wher-
ever this can successfully be accomplished.

This will do much to improve the service
to farmers, assuring them of maximum water
delivery and will help avoid canal breaks,
washouts and costly delays. Since timber
turnouts, drops and other wooden structures
can easily be destroyed, utmost care must be
taken to be certain burning weeds do not
blow against them.

NEW HYBRID CORN

Hybrid corn will be discussed at the ir-
rigation clinics at Bertrand, Holdrege and
Minden. Hybrids have proven their superior-
ity and a number of promising varieties are
developing for irrigators.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CAN PROFIT BY
LEVELING FIELDS

Farmers participating in the AAA and who
are reducing crop acreage may profit by lev-
eling some of their fields during the summer
season.

Three contractors are doing ditching and
leveling work and they are interested in
lining up work for the summer season. The
land could be leveled to the best advantage
then, the land watered and seeded to al-
falfa.

The AAA and seeding payments in many in-
stances would pay a large share of the lev-
eling costs. Contractors doing leveling work
are Art Claussen (Holdrege) at Loomis and
Smithfield; Alvin Potter (Holdrege) at Minden,
Funk and Axtell, and Dutton Bros. (Holdrege)
who operate in the Bertrand territory. Stan-
dard charges are six dollars an hour for
these big rigs. They move a lot of dirt in
an hour.

ON THE AIR

] KGFW of Kearney has offered

Tri-County free time for a ra-
dio program each week. These
programs will start Friday,
Feb. 7 from 1:45 to 2 P.M.,
featuring irrigation news. Be
sure to tune in. Thanks KGFW.

APPLY NOW FOR WATER
AND SURVEYS

Requests for irrigation water are now being
signed in the Holdrege and Minden offices.
Owners signing the request forms specify the
40 acre tracts they wish water to be turned
on this year. The District appreciates farm-
ers making early requests so that plans to
handle the water run can be worked out. If
nonresident owners will write to the Hold-
rege Office, the forms will be supplied them.
Requests for farm lateral surveys must be
made by Feb. 15.

NEBRASKA
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(drawing of farmer IRRIGATE (drawing of 1930s car loaded up
& corn stalk) OR MIGRATE to move with family inside)

TRI-CO FARM NEWS
PUBLISHED FOR THE INTEREST AND PROFIT OF FARMERS IN THE
CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT
HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

Vol. 1 JANUARY, 1941 No.1

(Page One, left column)

A NEW SERVICE FOR TRI-COUNTY PEOPLE

This is the first issue of the Tri-Co Farm News. In publishing it the District hopes it will prove of great value
and service to our landowners and operators of farms. We hope it will help solve many difficult problems:
problems that are bound to arise in switching from dry land to irrigation farming.

This “farm” paper is published in the Tri-County Office at Hastings. There is no charge for subscriptions, but
is sent to you free in the hope it will help you solve irrigation problems and keep you informed on activities
of the District.

The editors, we are sure, will strive also to make it an interesting publication.

With best wishes for a bountiful crop, we are:
C.T. Anderson, Chairman; J.S. Fitzsimmons; Claude Miller; F. R. Kingsley
AGRICULTURAL COMMITTEE
Tri-County Project

ATTENTION FARMERS: The Tri-Country District office at Minden is open on every Tuesday (Sale Day) for
the convenience of the irrigators in Kearney County.

--0--
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Notify the Editor of this paper at Hastings or your nearest Tri-County Office if your
name or address is incorrect.

(Page One, right column)
DOES IRRIGATION PAY?
(Drawing of farmhouse, barn, windmill, fence, tree & birds)

Rainfall in the Holdrege area in 1940 totaled 13 inches. This is 10 inches less than the normal average of
23 inches. Dry land corn in the area failed to produce a crop in 1940.

But corn with a “foot of rain” from Tri-County’s Phelps County Canal in the spring produced 25 to 30 bushels
an acre.

Corn that received this spring flow and on which several more inches of “rain” were pumped from the canal
in the summer time yielded from 50 to 80 bushels!

TEST HYBRID CORN IN KEARNEY COUNTY
The Agricultural Extension Service plans to locate one of their master variety-hybrid corn test plot
demonstrations under Tri-County irrigation in Kearney County in 1941.

(Page Two, top)
PREPARE NOW FOR IRRIGATION THIS SPRING
(Drawing of 2 surveyors on farmland)
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PLANT FORAGE CROPS ON KILLED WHEAT

Farm operators are now laying plans for their 1941 cropping program. Authorities advise that a considerable
acreage of the winter wheat has been killed.

Past experience has shown that this acreage does not produce as good returns from spring grain as corn

stalk ground. Much of this acreage can be irrigated. Why not plan now to raise plenty of livestock feed this
year by planting the abandoned wheat acreage to forage crops and irrigating it?

Diversification of crops and more live-stock on our farms is the surest and best way of bringing back farm

prosperity in this section.

SEALS 10,000 BUSHELS OF TRI-COUNTY CORN

Irrigation skeptics should visit Art Soderholm’s farm about eight miles northwest of Holdrege. Art has 10,000
bushels of corn cribbed on his place. He has supplemented Tri-County spring canal irrigation with pump
irrigation. He raised 5,600 bushels of corn in 1940 with the best running 80 bushels an acre. All is under
seal.

(Page Two, right column)

BUILD EQUIPMENT IN WINTER TIME

Winter is the time to construct needed irrigation equipment, such as lath boxes, portable dams, outlet boxes
and such heavy equipment as ditchers and levelers. Secure a blueprint from your County Agricultural
Agent. Different types of this irrigation equipment may be inspected at the Holdrege Tri-County Office.

For the convenience of farmers in constructing farm laterals, the District has two ditchers available. Apply at
the Holdrege Office or see Director Neil Shreck at Bertrand if interested in borrowing one. No charge is
made to farmers, but please return them promptly so that another irrigator can be assisted.

A farm tractor will handle there ditchers if they are not set too deeply. Several who have had success in
building a good lateral report that five rounds will cut a ditch one and a half feet deep in average soil.

BIG
DID YOU KNOW that Tri-County is the largest upland irrigation district in the entire United States?

(Marked “Page Two” but actually Page Three, left column)

IRRIGATION CLINICS ARE OF GREAT HELP

The change from dry land to irrigation farming is not easy. It involves much more work and entirely new
practices and methods must be adopted.

To gain the most profit from farming under irrigation, farmers must have their land and equipment ready
when the water is ready to flow into their ditches.

But more than this is necessary. So that farmers may gain the most information on methods of irrigating and
crop practices in the shortest time possible, the Nebraska University College of Agriculture sponsors
irrigation clinics.

Another of these series of clinics is scheduled in the Tri-County area the week of Jan. 27. Here are the
dates and places: Bertrand, Jan. 27; Minden, Jan. 28 and 29 and Holdrege, Jan. 30 and 31.

Subjects to be discussed include crop practices under irrigation, fruits and vegetables under irrigation, soll
moisture problems, the easy and hard way of water distribution, changes irrigation will bring to our cropping
practices, livestock under irrigation, soil as a water reservoir and a host of other subjects.

Many of these subjects will be illustrated with colored slides or charts. Some of the experts who will speak
at the meetings are Bill Pierce, Extension Engineer; D.L. Gross, Extension Agronomist; W.W. Derrick,

nlelt N NEBRASKA
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Animal Husbandryman; J. W. Fitts, Irrigation Specialist; E. H. Hoppert, Extension Horticulturist; Fred
Johnson, AAA Chairman.

Civic groups in these towns, Country Agricultural Agents and Tri-County are cooperating to make these
clinics a success.

Demonstrations of irrigation equipment and farm machinery will be held. The entire program is arranged
and designed so that it will be of real value and interest to farmers and their wives.

(Marked “Page Two” but actually Page Three, right column)

HOLDREGE PLANS BIG “FUN FEED”

(Drawing of 3 men in suits in front of dinner on a table)

From Eric “Irish” Thor, Phelps County Agricultural Agent, comes word that Holdrege businessmen are
planning a whopper of a “Fun Feed” at the conclusion of the irrigation Clinic. The time is 6:30 P.M., Jan 31
at the Dale Hotel and “everyone is invited.”

Holdrege merchants and business firms plan to give each banquet guest a “bushel basket” of gifts and
favors, or almost that much, according to our information. Tickets may be obtained at the Tri-County Office
in Holdrege or the Phelps County Farm Bureau Office. Farmers are urged to attend.

FARM FROM TOWN

Farmers can make irrigation pay even if they live in town. T.A. Gustafson finds time in between selling
hybrid seed, insurance (every known kind) from his offices in the “wash machine building” at Holdrege to
supervise the farm his son “Dick” operates. The Gustafsons were among the most successful irrigators in
Tri-County last year.

Another “city” farmer is Rom Clearman, who “operates a variety store in Minden on Saturdays and sales
days” and is a farmer on other days. Big bins full of corn and a yard of fat cattle show he knows the
answers.

(Marked “Page Two” but actually Page Four, left column)
EDITORIAL PAGE

CONSERVING WATER
Water now is spreading in Johnson Canyon Regulating Reservoir, northwest of Elwood, in the largest
storage area in the 76-mile-long Tri County Supply Canal.

There is quite a story connected with this water. It is from flow that Platte Valley Public Power and Irrigation
District had prior rights to. We had no rights to hold it back in Kingsley Reservoir even if we had been ready
to store water. So Platte Valley developed power with it.

They returned this “used” water to the river east of North Platte. Tri-County knew that most of it would go to
the Gulf of Mexico wasted and received State permission to divert some of it into the Supply Canal.

The water now has developed power in two plants, Sutherland’s and ours at Jeffrey Canyon. We have used
it to season our canal system in readiness for carrying water to the irrigation canals this spring and summer.
And we are storing, or can store, a great amount in the 30,000 acre foot Johnson Reservoir.

This has been done with water, mind you, on which we had no priority. It belonged to Platte Valley. We
simply have saved it, used it to produce power as a by-product to help pay for the whole Tri-County system
and gain valuable time in getting ready to deliver water to irrigators next spring.

What we have done then, as you can see is take water which we had no right to store behind Kingsley
Dam, used it to produce water in two plants, one of them ours, season our canals and store the balance in
Johnson Canyon. We have used and conserved otherwise wasted water.

(Marked “Page Two” but actually Page Four, right column)
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Last fall the three major hydroelectric and irrigation districts formed the Nebraska Public Power System,
signing a coordination agreement to pool their power production and distribution. Sole purpose of that
agreement is to produce power without waste so that a maximum of water can be conserved for irrigation.

When Tri-County was approved approximately 2,250,000 acre feet of water flowed annually down the Platte
River. But from 1934 to 1940 the flow is only 1,031,372 acre feet, less than half! That is not much water for
all the water users.

Here is how the coordination agreement conserves the utmost of the small flow. All six hydro plants of the
districts operate now as a unit with their power dispatched or “put on line” from the central headquarters in
Hastings. The dispatcher knows how much flow is in the river and how much water is in storage.

Flow in the Loup River is large from November to May. So the dispatcher calls on the Columbus plant to
produce at a heavy rate. Thus the Sutherland and Jeffrey plants can cut production in the winter and more
water can be stored for irrigation.

In the summer, flow in the Loup River is small. We are irrigating then and the water we send to our farms
first goes though from two to four hydro plants, depending upon whether it flows into the E-65 or Phelps
County Canals. Thus we take the “load” off Columbus, when they are light on water, by producing power
and irrigating farms with water they made it possible for Sutherland and Tri-County to hold back in the
winter and store.

It is no exaggeration to state that every kilowatt of electricity generated by the Loup Project actually will
result in making more water available for Tri-County irrigation, will help build up storage behind Kingsley
Dam and in the Sutherland, Jeffrey and Johnson Reservoirs.

(Marked “Page Two” but actually Page Five, left column)

(Drawing of a farmer lifting a hay bale with a pitchfork. Canal near by.)

SEEK COOPERATION IN BURNING WEEDS

The District requests the cooperation of owners and tenants in assisting in burning and clearing the laterals
of all weeds wherever this can successfully be accomplished.

This will do much to improve the service to farmers, assuring them of maximum water delivery and will help
avoid canal breaks, washouts and costly delays. Since timber turnouts, drops and other wooden structures
can easily be destroyed, utmost care must be taken to be certain burning weeds do not blow against them.

NEW HYDRID CORN
Hybrid corn will be discussed at the irrigation clinics at Bertrand, Holdrege and Minden. Hybrids have
proven their superiority and a number of promising varieties are developing for irrigators.

(Marked “Page Two” but actually Page Five, right column)

CAN PROFIT BY LEVELING FIELDS

Farmers participating in the AAA and who are reducing crop acreage may profit by leveling some of their
fields during the summer season.

Three contractors are doing ditching and leveling work and they are interested in lining up work for the
summer season. The land could not be leveled to the best advantage then, the land watered and seeded to
alfalfa.

The AAA and seeding payments in many instances would pay a large share of the leveling costs.
Contractors doing leveling work are Art Claussen (Holdrege) at Loomis and Smithfield; Alvin Potter
(Holdrege) at Minden, Funk and Axtell, and Dutton Bros. (Holdrege) who operate in the Bertrand territory.
Standard charges are six dollars an hour for these big rigs. They move a lot of dirt in an hour.
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ON THE AIR

(Drawing of announcer’s face close to microphone with call letters, KGFW)

KGFW of Kearney has offered Tri-County free time for a radio program each week. These programs will
start Friday, Feb. 7 from 1:45 to 2 P.M., featuring irrigation news. Be sure to tune in. Thanks KGFW.

11

APPLY NOW FOR WATER AND SURVEYS

Requests for irrigation water are now being signed in the Holdrege and Minden offices. Owners signing the
request forms specify the 40 acre tracts they wish water to be turned on this year. The District appreciates
farmers making early requests so that plans to handle the water run can be worked out. If nonresident
owners will write to the Holdrege Office, the forms will be supplied them. Requests for farm lateral surveys
must be made by Feb. 15.
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