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fnsestyy Yutoh and Izrish

Place ad dety 67 M1y aref1eld, Obic, Doe. 20, 1861.

iRy husdand, one adcpted son

Fiace lived in, .1% uzrez
Moorefield, Ohio, Sutien, Hadb. Logan, Xans. Hastings, Jebd,

“ineatien, Wulh daT8s

Sountry grads school

wenrel ors &oal secamaiivhnenis, witih: aztes

farmer’ s wtfe

oputrin] skillz: and jolecénhs

2lendid producing rine germlan and flowara

2oy uen e2llglons scliwillies
rirst Christian Shurch

Crueeintizn ol indoraar b

Small, tafin, alert sud active, .d¥Waye worked nard, enjoys 1¢ .
Veory fisadly

Mher moinles o7 e o Inuurview

Ho» and her husband live alone, Have bean marrisd 58 years.
Started oxt togethmr on & homeatead with nos-iug. Eetirsld now
many yeors. sajoys lifo Sxmonssly.
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Foderel yWriters' Prcjiect Source;
krederick & “mulesl A Rollins as relatad Yy Nra. Jaba Grosvener,
Eaatings, Nasbeo gks, 1404 Want Bth 3t., Hastings, Neb,

Eowher Suaday Storm of 1873
E(n 1975, 1 was on & farm near Soticom, Neb, Ne Bad 2 434 BousR,
Wa hod whet wag ©:lled the blg rcom, lean to kitehem and dug cut badrom.,
Thig wam sort of like gotmg dvwa & hald dag Kitthes, Thers wio a large
fapily. ® ehildres and my fTabher end mother.

¥a had two bede 1y the biz romm. These liks all the rast of
things ware male of cottonwood lumber. e slapt 4m atrew ticke. Ue enler-
talned our company in she big roca.

The stomm eane toward syoudag and got Aa durk ts night. Chicke
sna weit tc rosat and I'11 ncrer forget bow dulk it got. Snowmed all night
herd, s strong wind, such driftisg aod soverpd ths windows.

There m-8 & wouee hole in the dirt Yoof ovwer Oue cY the bi@o
s the big rocm. The smior sifted Shxu thie hole and arifted Prem bed to
tha m:)crt. ey

25 had ooy & wiraw baTE Gnd Paw got out to uq,li)out firmi
€x¢ one borge we had. e thought 1% pould Bo frozan det it wemm't and
he brought 1t to the big Yol Wit acat of the facily. Pulled the beld
r¢ osntigr of room &ud msée a ghfdl tLers near the woll, The me dow und
‘:ﬁ: we put in she lesn teo kKicked, Chiczens we put in the dug oub
Todromm. It kapt on epowisg sud ihc wind got gilonger. 3t smowed for 3
days and 3 nlghte and derk nsa¥ly all the tice &8 snOw via &0 thi ok,
After the firgt day 1f Anyone left $he houwe, 127 tied & ropa srund

them. It waan't =0 eold but the wiad and aueh thick wot and hea¥y #now

shut stuck ¢ ereryteing and chilled Tizat thru 1 a Jarxy,

/
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The greut desp drewz were juat leval. The wind cnd nolae wéa
terrific a)l tho time, Made cne'a eare hum amd buzz 211 the tive.

¥o had a yulley well, faw on the 2nd afteracon wanted a real
drink of water. We all did, Fere so miok of smow water. The well wes right
olose 1o the houge.

Paxw todk the woodos ducket with him. Sot to the well and mae
holding tlo buoket Detweed hie laga vkils he started to dray the witar,
The wind got the bucket,

fls cume in the houss, ais long Tlowing baard and elothes coversd
with smow.

Mew goid, “Ahere's the bucket of water.”

Pax said, "ood anly kmows, betweon heeven and eartl acmewhers.”

gince thoge @apy yccrs ago, I've thought and luoghed many ticss
over this. Faw med ard Aimguated snd plenty siek of spow witar. ¥e kids
t00 aturding arcund thinking of that good well witer coly s few foel wmay.

Anex the spoy wemt off we found the bucket a hulf mile from hame.

¥e hud crly snow wuter, buffslo meat, bread and gravy. Bufifalo
gravy, I think ard so mazmy others too,huve saié 80 .13 the most delicious

of 811, dut of meat I*L1 take peef or pork. ™
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FORM A
Circumstances of Interview

NAME OF WORKER Frederick K. Kaul, L.A. Rollins ADDRESS Hastings, Nebraska
DATE November, 1938 SUBJECT Folklore

1. Name and address of informant. Mrs. John Grosvenor, Hastings, Nebr

2. Date and time of interview. Nov. 1938

3. Place of interview. At home

4. Name and address of person, if any, who put you in touch with informant. none

5. Name and address of person, if any, accompanying you. none

6. Description of room, house, surroundings, etc. Modern, cozy, 5 room house, well painted

and very neat yard. Rooms very clean. Some modern furniture. House and walls filled
with pictures, tables, clocks, fancy china and glassware covering accumulations over the
last sixty years.

FORM B
Personal History of Informant
NAME OF WORKER Frederick K. Kaul, L.A. Rollins ADDRESS Hastings, Nebraska
DATE November, 1938 SUBJECT Folklore

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT Mrs. John Grosvenor, Hastings, Nebraska

Ancestry Dutch and Irish

Place and date of birth Moorefield, Ohio, Dec, 20, 1861.

Family Husband, one adopted son

Place lived in, with dates Moorefield, Ohio, Sutton, Neb. Logan, Kans. Hastings,
Nebraska

Education, with dates Country grade school

Occupations and accomplishments, with dates Farmer's wife

Special skills and interests Splendid producing fine garden and flowers

Community and religious activities First Christian Church

Description of informant Small, thin, alert and active. Always worked hard, enjoys it, very
friendly.

10. Other points gained in interview Her and her husband live alone. Have been married 59
years. Started out together on a homestead with nothing. Retired now many years.
Enjoys life immensely. Note—above as quoted by Mrs. Grosvenor.

b A\
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11.
FORM C
Text of Interview (Unedited)
NAME OF WORKER Frederick K. Kaul, L.A. Rollins ADDRESS Hastings, Nebraska
DATE November, 1938 SUBJECT Folklore

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT Mrs. John Grosvenor, Hastings, Nebraska

Attached copy
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Federal Writer's Project Source:
Frederick K. Kaul,L. A. Rollins as related by Mrs. John Grosvenor
Hastings, Nebraska 1404 West 6™ St., Hastings, Neb.

Easter Sunday Storm of 1873

"In 1873, | was on a farm near Sutton, Neb. We had a sod house. We had what was
called the big room, lean to kitchen and dug out bedroom. This was sort of like going down a
half dug kitchen. There was a large family. 8 children and my father and mother.

“We had two beds in the big room. These, like all the rest of things, were made of
cottonwood lumber. We slept on straw ticks. We entertained our company in the big room.

"The storm came toward evening and got as dark as night. Chickens went to roost and
I'll never forget how dark it got. Snowed all night hard, a strong wind, much drifting and covered
the windows.

“There was a mouse hole in the dirt roof over one of the beds in the big room. The snow
sifted through this hole and drifted from bed to the roof.

"We had only a straw barn and Paw got out to see first about the one horse we had. He
thought it would be frozen but it wasn't and he brought it in the big room with most of the family.
Pulled the beds to center of room and made a stall there near the wall. The one cow and calf we
put in the lean to kitchen. Chickens we put in the dugout bedroom. It kept on snowing and the
wind got stronger. It snowed for 3 days and 3 nights and dark nearly all time as snow was so
thick. After the first day, if anyone left the house, they tied a rope around them. It wasn't so cold,
but the wind and such thick wet and heavy snow that stuck to everything and chilled right
through in a hurry.

(Page 5)
“The great deep draws were just level. The wind and noise was terrific all the time. Made
one's ears hum and buzz all the time.

"We had a pulley well. Paw on the 2nd afternoon wanted a real drink of water. We all
did. We were so sick of snow water. The well was right close to the house.

“Paw took the wooden bucket with him. Got to the well and was holding the bucket
between his legs while he started to draw the water. The wind got the bucket.

“‘He came in the house, his long flowing beard and clothes covered with snow.

"Maw said, 'Where's the bucket of water?'
"Paw said, 'God only knows, between heaven and earth somewhere.'

"Since those many years ago, I've thought and laughed many times over this. Paw mad
and disgusted and plenty sick of snow water. We kids, too, standing around thinking of that
good well water only a few feet away.

"When the snow went off we found the bucket a half mile from home.

“We had only snow water, buffalo meat, bread and gravy. Buffalo gravy, | think and so
many others too, have said so, is the most delicious of all, but of meat I'll take beef or pork."
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